


We partnered with Acrylicize on an artist-in-residency programme
supporting 8 working-class creatives. The programme offered free studio
space at Acrylicize’s East London studio; The Art House, a £250
materials stipend, and mentorship from their experienced team.
Residents also had full access to facilities, including a studio library,
gallery space, kitchen, meditation room, meeting rooms, and a lounge
area, creating an environment that nurtures creativity and collaboration.

Participants received training on essential tools like Adobe software,
guidance on marketing and presenting their work, and the opportunity
to connect with Acrylicize’s established creative network. Beyond the
work, residents became part of the studio culture, joining team lunches,
artist workshops, and creative challenges.

The residency kicked off with a WCCD Meet-Up and panel talk,
“Insights into the Creative Industries” featuring expert speakers:

Nicholas Stavri ( Creative Consultant, Curator, and Producer)
Lolly Adams ( Artist and Co-Producer at TOMA)

Seren Metcalfe ( Founder of WCCD)

James Burke ( Founder of Acrylicize)

The discussion was moderated by Jo MclLaughlin, Senior Curator at
Acrylicize.

The programme concluded with open studios and exhibitions,
showcasing the residents’ creations and celebrating their growth. Several
of the selected residents have since gone on to be accepted into
prestigious programmes, such as Conditions Studios and New
Contemporaries, further advancing their careers.
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The Artist in Residence were:
Sarita Oseitutu

Hazel O’Sullivan

Miya Kosowick

Phillip Rhys Olney

Ben Dawson

Olivia Mundy

Polina Filippova

Hannah Absalom

In 2025 we hosted a Panel Discussion titled 'All Spaces are Creative
Spaces', exploring how to access vacant spaces, problems with the
current landscape and alternative solutions to the traditional studio
space featuring speakers:

Billy Fraser (Artist and London Art Services Founder)
David Panos ( Artist and Conditions Studio Co-Founder)

The residency acts as a blueprint for change. Any space - regardless of
size or purpose can be a creative space. This is a call to action for
venues and organisations to open their doors to the creative
community.

This collaboration highlights our shared commitment to expanding
access, building community, and shaping a more inclusive creative
industry.



Working Class Creatives
www.workingclasscreativesdatabase.co.uk
Workingefa .creativgsdatabase@gmaiI.com
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